
 
 
 
    LESSAY OB RACE 
 
  “Mr & Mrs Baker of Highbridge probable 1st Open”  
 
Our first race of 2008 saw 350 members send 3026 birds. ( 400 up on 2007 ). The 
birds were liberated at 9.10 am in to very light East wind. The weather during the 
week leading up to race day had been glorious, and brilliant weather for the weekend 
had been forecast. Tony was hoping to get the birds up early but due to poor visibility 
first thing, he held off until the sun broke through to clear the way. When Tony 
telephoned me later on he said “all the birds cleared like rockets” . 
 
Marking 
 
First of all I would like to apologise to all the members at Salisbury with ETS who 
had to wait. Our intention was to have two ETS marking tables but due to a faulty 
printer we could only have one. The problem has now been rectified and shouldn’ t 
happen again. It was actually very surprising how many people were using ETS, it 
ended up being a third of the membership that sent, with the main of them at 
Salisbury. Please could you remember to tick the ETS box on Part A of the entry 
form, so we know how many members are using ETS. 
Thank you to all the markers and everyone else who mucked in to help and by only 
using one rubber for the shorter races it certainly made a difference time wise. 
 
Probable 1st and 2nd Open – 1st and 2nd Nor th West Section 
Mr and Mrs Baker of Highbridge. My first involvement with pigeons was at the age 
of 12 when I was out fishing at the local pond and 3 young pigeons (squeakers) 
landed in the long grass and were unable to fly out of it.  So I caught them and put 
them in my fishing basket, took them home and put them in my father’s old budgie 
aviary.  My father noticed I was very keen on the pigeons, so we joined our local 
pigeon club with only minor success.  When I was 15 years old, I discovered the fairer 
sex and my interest waned in pigeons.  Then I met my wife and was married at 19 and 
started pigeon racing again with my father Eric.  Over successive years our 
performances started to improve, winning from most race points, including Rennes 
Nantes and Saintes on the South Road and right through to Bannf on the North Road, 
with the South West of England Lerwick Club (1st section Bannf 2nd combine South 
Road Plymouth).  After my father passed away, I had several years out of the sport, 
although I kept some pigeons.  My interest in racing wasn’ t rekindled until I had a 
visit from Wes Selway (previous Young Bird national winner and top Classic flyer), 
who has since become what I describe as my silent partner, and whom I would like to 
thank for all the help, advice and the gift of birds.  Without him, I don’ t think I would 
be in the privileged position I am today.   



My 1st pigeon from Lessay Classic is a Gaby Vandenabeele from stock, obtained from 
Stewart Knolls of Widness, whom I would also like to thank for his help and advice 
and understanding, and to whom I later sold the original stock bird. 
This pigeon is also my daughter, Micha' s, favourite pigeon, which she said would 
come first on Saturday. 
My second pigeon, timed probable 2nd open, is a Mike Page Janssen of the Miracle 
and Rapper Lines, which was a gift bird from Wes Selway. 
Our small team of 12 pairs of pigeons are raced on the dual widowhood system and 
are fed on a mixture of Banfords top flight corns, blended by ourselves, so we give 
proteins at the start of the week and carbohydrates towards the end of the week.  We 
also give Osmonds products through the week, and honey before basketing and 
electrolytes on return.  Both birds were unraced as young birds, but trained hard, first 
toss being 50 miles single up only raced moderately as yearlings.  Prior to winning 
our first bird had 2 club races being 3rd in one of them. 
I would also like to say thank you to my wife and children for their help and support. 
 
 

 
Mr and Mrs bakers probable 1st Open 1st North West Section Blue Pied Cock 
 



 
Mr and Mrs Baker Probable 1st and 2nd Open. 
 
 
Probable 3rd open – 3rd Nor th West Section 
My name is Mike Edwards aged 65. I am originally from Bridgwater and I moved to 
Weston Super Mare in 1997. I have fathered 6 children and adopted 2 more.  
I have kept pigeons from the age of 14 in my father' s back yard. I won my first race at 
25 years old from Saintes 410 miles. I currently fly with the C.S.C.F.C, N.F.C, B.B.C 
and the West of England South Road Combine, Worle East to West flying the natural 
system. 
The pigeon clocked probable 3rd Open has now been named ªApacheº. He' s a blue 
pied Cattryse x Jans gifted to me by my son Moggy Edwards as a baby. As a young 
bird and a yearling he didnt gain any positions. He won his first race last year from 
Saintes as a 2 year old then was stopped. This year he has flown Minstead, 
Littlehampton then in to this weekends race. 
I would like to thank anyone who helps train my birds, takes them to the marking 
station and for any advice given to me over the years. 
Mike only sent two pigeons to this race! 
 
Probable 1st South West Section – 4th Open 
Tony Phillips of Weymouth. Tony is married to his long time wife Sheila who before 
retiring was a Nurse. Tony and Sheila have a daughter who lives in America with 
Tonys four grandchildren. Tony is 71 years old and has had pigeons since he was 6 
years old, following in his Grandads footsteps. 
Tonys yearling cock was clocked at 11.11 am having the first race of its life and was a 
Walter Docx, bred from pigeons off of Mick Bailey x Barry Graham. Tony races 
natural, as he likes to see his birds just enjoying themselves around the garden. He 
breeds 20 young birds each season, so he doesn' t race a big team. ( only 3 sent to this 
race ). Tony was over the moon to win the Section and says this will motivate him to 
try a bit harder from now on. In past years he has had some success from Palamos, so 
good luck for the rest of the season. 
Christine and Kevin White would like to say congratulations from all the members in 
the Weydor Club and you are a true gentleman whether you win or lose. 



 

 
Tony Phillips of Weymouth. 
 
 
Probable 2nd South West Section – 5th Open 
2nd SW Section and provisional 5th  Open Lessay Classic are John & Dave Staddon of 
Merriott, Somerset. They timed a yearling chequer hen, now named Lady Velvet at 
11.40 to record a velocity of 1510ypm. This hen has had two inland races from 
Minstead and Fareham and was sent sitting 13 day old eggs. The birds will now race 
on roundabout and celibate systems before being re-paired for the long races to come. 
Lady Velvet  is a direct daughter of John' s Vire NFC winner ªNational Velvetº when 
she was paired to Champion Darkness a winner  15 x 1st prizes. Both parents are now 
getting on in years and have been loaned to good friends and club mates Gary & 
Priscilla Hodges.  
The partners had a good race timing 8 birds and having 21 of their 22 entries home 
within a couple of hours. Dave commented that all the birds were in fantastic 
condition on return. This lofts main focus is the long distance nationals and they race 
with the NFC, BICC , CSCFC, BBC and they are looking forward to the longer races 
now their team is hitting form. The main families raced are Jos Thone, Tom 
Gilbertson, Jan Aarden and some new long distance birds from Les Parkinson at the 
Elimar Stud.  The partners timed 4 lifetime gold rings and will be keeping their 
fingers crossed that as many of the four gold rings make it into the first 100 open. 
This will collect each bird a £100 prize.  Their second timer and first lifetime gold 
ring was a blue hen bred by good friend Scott Gibson of Scotland from his best 
national performers.   This is a hen the partners believe will become one of their stars 
when sent to the distance. Dave & John offered their congratulations to Mr &  Mrs 
Baker of Highbridge on their win and would also like to thank Brian & Christine 
Frost, themselves Prov 11th Open for taking the birds to the marking.  



 
 
Probable 6th Open – 4th Nor th West Section 
R E Taylor and Sons of Bristol. This partnership consists of brothers John and Nigel, 
still flying under their Dads name. John says he can never remember not having 
pigeons and probably timed his first pigeon in when he was five years old. 
They fly with the Hartcliffe Club, where John has been Secretary for the past ten 
years and they are also members of the Towers Club where they have won three of the 
five races they have competed in so far this season, so the birds are in good form. 
They have blended their own family over many years, mainly from gifted pigeons 
from their many friends. Their yearling blue cock was sent natural having his first 
ever channel crossing. John and Nigel normally race widowhood but this year they 
have left them together, with great success. No fancy food is given, just chicken corn 
with beans and peas added. These two are no strangers to success winning the Classic 
from Sartilly, 2 x 2nd Open Classics, 1st Open BICC Pau and 1st Open BBC Bordeaux. 
John believes that ETS is the best thing that' s happened to the sport for a long time. 
Finally, John and Nigel would also like to thank Tony Kane for looking after the birds 
so well.  
 
Probable 1st and 2nd South East Section 
D & K Jones of Havant. Dek lives in Havant, just east of Portsmouth with his partner 
Kerry and two daughters Lauren aged 7 and Emily aged 2. He has been racing 
pigeons for 30 years, 24 of those years with his father as K & D Jones until his father 
passed away in 2002.  
They have had a great deal of success in the past winning, BICC, SMT Combine, 
BBO combine and topping the mighty Solent Federation on many occasions. The 
birds are raced on a roundabout system cocks one week, hens the next. 
On the morning of the race when Dek found out the birds had been liberated in a light 
east wind, he thought he had no chance of doing well in the section let alone winning 
it! Two yearling hens arrived together, the winner contains Clive Yates blood of 
Tamworth and the other his own strain. His second pigeon which was an all pooler 
has already won two good positions in the Guernsey Classic and the Truro Classic, 



her brother won the Club from Picauville the previous week in the Solent Fed, her 
nest mate was 10th open Alencon NFC. 
Dek would like to thank his daughter Lauren who lets the birds out for him whilst he 
is at work and also his Mum who looks after the stock birds. 
 

 
 
 
 
Probable 3rd South East Section 
Winning probable 3rd South East Section is Ray Hoare and Claire of Lyndhurst with 
their blue hen and all pooler from their own family of Leen Boer x KO Nipius x 
Janssen. Only two weeks ago this hen showed great potential by being 3rd Solent 
South Road Federation ( 4006 birds ). Having lost her cock earlier in the year to a 
hawk, this hen has never re paired. When the roundabout birds are allowed together, 
she will have a wander around the loft but is unimpressed by what she sees and is 
quite happy to return to her own ledge on which she happily perches.  
With two good performances Claire thought that she might now deserve to be named. 
As she needs no motivation from the opposite sex to inspire her and just gets on with 
the job she thought ªCareer Girlº might be appropriate. 
 
Probable 1st Nor th East Section 
Jack and Sally Baden of Swindon. Jack and Sally have been married for 45 years and 
they are both involved with the birds. They have 2 sons and 1 daughter, 7 grandsons 
and 1 grand daughter. 
Jack had kept pigeons as a boy but not seriously. In 1988 he had a choice to make 
either move house of keep pigeons, well you will guess what choice he made. They 
raced North Road for the first 4 years and then changed Clubs and switched South, 
flying natural. In 1991 they bought a bird from Peter Laflin of Stowmarket and 
crossed it with a Busshaert from Colin Croucher which was a grand daughter off 
Masserellas Young Vinny. This is what the section winner has come down from and 
also they have Westcott Dordins and Haeltermans Van Loons. Jack likes to cross 
pigeons in to try and get the best out of them. 1995 saw this couple change over to 
widowhood and Jack says they haven' t looked back since. They race cocks and hens 
and have won in the Gorse Hill Club and Wiltshire Fed and have also taken cards in 



the Classic and NFC, topping Section F in the young bird National and Old Hens 
National. About 25 young birds are bred and in the last 3 years or so the young hens 
have been paired with old cocks and flown on widowhood. 
After speaking with Jack, I could tell he is a real family man and he wouldn' t be 
without his grand children, who look after the birds when Jack and Sally are away in 
the winter. 
 
 

 
Mr and Mrs Jack Baden. 
 
Probable 2nd Nor th East Section 
Ernie Smith and Darren Baker of  Swindon. Theres not much you can say about this 
partnership that hasn' t already been said. They are without doubt one of the most 
successful partnerships within the Classic and what a class pigeon they timed in. 
As a young bird this pigeon won the Mad Hatter Dorset Open £1000 race. He came 
with their Classic winner from Picauville but wouldn' t trap and took 18th Open, but he 
made up for that by winning the next Classic from Messac. He' s also been 8th Open 
BBC Messac, twice 1st Section NFC and two times 2nd Section CSCFC. What a 
pigeon! Ernie and Darren are like a married couple and they compliment each other 
and Ernie will definitely light up any occasion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Early times from members telephone verification 

Open Mem No Flying Name Town Ring Number A-A-T Velocity 

1 NW244 Mr & Mrs  Baker Highbridge GB 06F 90265 12 0 8 1575.899 
2 NW252 Mr M Edwards Weston Super  GB 05N 67594 12 13 23 1527.145 
3 SW545 Mr A Phillips Weymouth GB 07 X 37110 11 11 2 1521.374 
4 SW125 Messrs J & D Staddon Hitchen  GB 07N 37887 11 40 37 1510.477 
5 NW1206 Messrs R E Taylor And Sons Bristol GB 06N 34660 12 16 26 1506.056 
6 SW1137 Messrs D & M & J Johns Weymouth GB 07X 37335 11 13 10 1502.281 
7 NW1482 Mr P Newton Weston-Super- GB 06C 49530 12 18 15 1494.077 
8 NW39 Mr N Templar Bristol GB 06J 14045 12 16 13 1490.919 
9 SW1457 Messrs  Spracklen & Thomas Dorchester GB 07N 74220 11 20 54 1487.693 
10 NW863 Mr L Nicholls Bristol GB 07H 01014 12 19 9 1484.335 
11 SW900 Mr & Mrs B Frost Crewkerne GB 06C 48979 11 40 43 1484.196 



12 NW1100 Mr B Isaac Dundry GB 05X 43307 12 18 23 1483.688 
13 NW1343 M/M G & M Wile & S Lias  Withywood GB 03N 46315 12 17 55 1482.822 
14 NW165 Mr B E Milkins Bristol GB 06T 09309 12 18 14 1477.995 
15 NW1651 Mr & Mrs K Davey Bristol GB 06P 00299 12 27 32 1471.853 
16 NW413 Mr G Summers Nailsea GB 06N 10557 12 23 40 1470.057 
17 SW549 Mr F Fournier Bridport GB 06C 70111 11 30 15 1467.936 
18 NW370 Mr D Owens & C. Jones Bridgewater GB 07J 11334 12 5 15 1463.144 
19 NW173 Mr M R Williams Hereford GB 05J 28964 13 11 57 1453.990 
20 NW219 Mr R T Horner Bristol GB 04N 68249 12 30 0 1453.950 
21 NW233 Mr & Mrs A Fielding Bristol GB 07A 05960 12 29 34 1453.579 
22 SW629 Mr & Mrs K & C White Weymouth GB 07X 37274 11 18 7 1453.012 
23 NW242 Messrs  Brooks Brothers High Littleton GB 07N 33320 12 13 7 1452.407 
24 NW1728 Messrs R A Jones & Son Blakeney GB 06B 50892 12 48 39 1449.819 
25 NW10 Mr & Mrs J & H Hooper Cardiff GB 06B 25936 12 41 35 1447.586 
26 NW520 Mr & Mrs R Woollard Bristol GB 06P 00094 12 32 27 1444.791 
27 SW543 Mr Tony Swain Dorchester GB 07N 93267 11 22 47 1442.884 
28 SW62 Messrs F & J Halstead Gillingham GB 06A 01320 11 45 41 1442.171 
29 SW1549 Mr C Harrison Dorchester GB 06C 70166 11 25 56 1440.787 
30 SW680 Mr F Bloor And Son Charlton  GB 06N 39979 11 56 49 1438.957 
31 SW1731 Messrs M & G Ayles Weymouth GB 07N 44046 11 19 41 1436.121 
32 NW224 Mr M Hathway Bristol GB 06N 41434 12 25 6 1422.742 
33 NW198 Mr J Handyside Bristol GB 03A 03214 12 33 20 1422.354 
34 NW1212 Mr J Burke Bristol GB 06R 31628 12 31 40 1416.417 
35 NW582 Mr W Morris Elmore GB 07N 67817 12 57 46 1414.289 
36 SW1399 Messrs  Hodges And Moger Templecombe GB 05R 00510 11 52 8 1413.688 
37 SW510 M & M fairfax & Liam  Langport GB 06B 91184 12 5 17 1410.938 
38 NW1569 Messrs S & V Miles Bath GB 06J 21030 12 17 13 1408.176 
39 NW110 S Dangerfield & S Gearon  Stonehouse GB 06N 00708 12 50 26 1406.584 
40 NW137 Messrs Caldwell & Priday Dursley GB 04N 43671 12 46 54 1405.823 
41 NW340 Mr & Mrs G Lloyd Hereford GB 06H 07423 13 28 32 1401.398 
42 SW509 Messrs B And D Young Bournemouth GB 05E 58831 11 24 10 1398.335 
43 NW149 M Herbert Knowle GB 07E 68549 12 29 43 1396.699 
44 NW489 Mrs J Wilcox Bath GB 06D 21040 12 16 30 1395.957 
45 NW563 Mr R Simmonds Bristol GB 03N 71696 12 17 0 1395.652 
46 NW36 Mr & Mrs T & M Carpenter Claverham GB 03J 22623 12 32 35 1395.618 
47 NW554 Mr & Mrs G Knight Bristol GB 05A 05488 12 38 30 1395.084 
48 SW1435 Mr & Mrs B Crutcher Poole GB 07B 13625 11 24 14 1389.402 
49 NW121 D. Tyrer Bristol GB 07E 59303 12 38 5 1387.814 
50 NW1289 Thomas and Dickson Sharpness GB 06N 35922 12 54 49 1384.764 
 
SE SECTION 
1 SE234 Messrs D & K Jones Havant GB 07P 49706 11 47 37 1291.113 
2 SE366 Mr R Hoare & Claire Lyndhurst GB 06N 59920 11 47 9 1289.106 
3 SE1564 Mr & Mrs M Mead Emsworth GB 06N 96707 11 49 42 1276.205 
4 SE53 Mr & Mrs B Wall Havant GB 06N 96752 11 50 52 1256.506 
5 SE311 G. Sutton Bordon GB 06N 49633 12 17 37 1252.234 
6 SE301 Messrs T & L Austin Portsmouth GB 06N 60867 11 48 27 1223.768 
7 SE167 Messrs  Bartlett And Jones Southampton GB 07N 76520 12 0 35 1220.793 
8 SE82 Mr D Ellis Lymington GB 06J 18522 11 43 14 1216.413 
9 SE31 Mr & Mrs M Whiddett New Milton GB 02V 06873 11 44 20 1208.184 



10 SE18 Mr P A Priddle Woolston GB 07S 46414 11 58 47 1206.031 
 
NE SECTION 
1 NE248 Mr & Mrs J H Baden Swindon GB 04N 95305 12 45 27 1327.06 
2 NE1135 Messrs  E Smith & D Baker Swindon GB 00N 20878 12 46 34 1305.88 
3 NE1498 Mr A Docherty Swindon GB 06N 33031 12 51 41 1284.53 
4 NE699 Mr & Mrs D J Newman And  Aylesbury GB 07J 09878 13 21 58 1235.95 
5 NE762 Mr J A May Swindon GB 05F 41142 13 1 55 1229.76 
6 NE286 Mr Thomas Burns Marlborough GB 06B 14758 12 47 52 1227.70 
7 NE268 Mr S Stokes Wantage GB 07N 90623 13 7 27 1211.83 
8 NE1344 P.KENNY & V.SEGESDY Wantage GB 07J 15520 13 10 15 1202.13 
9 NE1389 Mr K Thorpe Swindon GB 02X 73128 13 11 15 1200.69 
10 NE313 Messrs R Ferriman And Son Carterton GB 07Z 93146 13 31 0 1186.57 
 
Convoyers repor t 
08.05.08 Frome 
Birds loaded and watered. Left Frome at 1.15pm. Arrived in Salisbury at 2.15pm, 
positioned transporter and put more water on for the birds for loading. Owing to the 
problems with the ETS printer, we did not leave Salisbury until 8.30pm. Arrived at 
Portsmouth 10pm and booked on ferry. Could not attend to birds as it was to sail at 
11.15pm. 
Arrived at Caen at 6.20am and stayed in the docks to water and give a light feed. Left 
the docks at 9.30am. Arrived at Lessay 12pm 09.05.08. Levelled lorry and put water 
on for the birds. Fed birds full feed and from 2pm left them to rest. 
10.05.08. At 6am drained water and then re watered, birds appeared to drink well. 
Spoke to Roy Ferriman at 7am and he decided to come back to me at 8am as weather 
was not appropriate at home end. At 8.45am the weather in England had improved 
and the sun was full up at Lessay, so decided to liberate at 9.10am into a very light 
east wind. Birds cleared immediately. 
I would like to thank the members who helped load at both marking stations and also 
my driver Mark, who was a great help the whole weekend. Hope everyone had a good 
race. 
Yours Sincerely, 
Tony Kane. 
 
The winners of the raffle prizes at Frome were: 
1st M Richards (corn)  Please could you contact Anner Smith on 01453 843918 as he 
cannot reach you on the number given. 
2nd Pete Thomas (beer), 3rd Alen Gibb (cider) and 4th Pete Hollard (wine). 
The winners of the prize draw at Salisbury were: 
1st Ken Fredericks, 2nd Buddy Shipp and 3rd B Cooper. 
 
I would like to say a very big thank you to Clive and Wendy who came down to 
Southampton to help me with the first race and guided me through what needed to be 
done. I very much appreciated it. 
 
Our next race on May 31st is the Gem Supplements Messac race incorporating the 
yearling derby. Last post date for this race is Saturday May 24th. Marking is Thursday 
May 29th  at Frome: 9am – 11.30am and Salisbury: 3pm – 6pm. 
 



  
Tony Kane hard at work!!!!   
 
 
Clare Norman. 


